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    Mrs. Kolodij and friend 
 
      Mrs. Kolodij is retiring! 
Everyone is surely going to miss 
her. Recently, I interviewed Mrs. 
Kolodij about her retirement. She 
really likes it here, but there are 
some things that she doesn’t have 
much time to do when she’s 
working as a librarian, like more 
gardening and traveling. Mrs. 
Kolodij is going to miss sharing 
books with all the students AND 
teachers! 
     She has been our librarian for 
twenty-one years! Before that, she 
taught 2nd and 3rd grade. For  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
the past several years, she has 
helped students with the 
newspaper. She has always done a 
great job! We couldn’t have done 
that without her. 
     Some of her strongest 
memories are; meeting wonderful 
authors, meeting EVERY student 
and memorizing their names. 
     We wish Mrs.Kolodij good  
luck with her retirement!  
          
                      By Claire  M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs. Sumner 
 

     Mrs. Sumner is leaving our 
school!  She is going to miss us 
and we will miss her.  Sarah Fry 
learned these things about her.  
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We’ll Miss You!  
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     She has been teaching for 
twenty years and is our guidance 
teacher, who helps kids solve their 
problems.  Mrs. Sumner also helps 
students understand school rules.   
     In retirement, she plans to sew 
fiber art quilts that she learned to 
make about five years ago.  She is 
also looking forward to visiting 
different states including 
Kentucky. 
     Mrs. Sumner loves her job, and 
she is going to miss everyone. 
         
                       By Claire  M. 
 
 
  
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       Mrs. Cardina 
 
   Through the years, Mrs. Cardina 
has taught many subjects.  At the 
end of this year, she will be 
leaving our school.   
     When she leaves she will 
substitute at T-Burg Elementary, 
volunteer at Loaves and Fishes, a 
soup kitchen in Ithaca, and 

continue puppeteering with a 
disability awareness puppet show, 
“Kids on the Block”. She enjoyed 
working with many third and 
fourth graders.  
     We wish her well and will miss 
her at school. 
                    
                     By Jack  M. 
                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
California Beach Vacation 

       
     Great places you should visit 
are the beaches of southern 
California. The big waves are great 
for swimming and surfing. 
    One is called Myrtle Beach 
which has water so clear you can 
see the fish swimming.  You can 
also pick mussels off the rocks. 
     Crystal Cove is another great 
beach to visit.  You can find crabs 
in the sand and dig for clams.   
      It gets even better when you 
camp nearby because the waves 
will lull you to sleep. 

These are all of the travel 
secrets I am going to give you.  
You will need to go to those places 
to learn more. 
        By Ari  J.   
 

 
 

  Fantastic Trips 



 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hawaii 
      I went to Kauai and here’s 
what I learned and want you to 
know. You pronounce Kauai, ca-
why-e. Its nickname is Garden 
Isle, because it’s so lush and the 
wettest spot in the world-470 
inches of rain per year. It is located 
west of the main Islands.   
     We stayed on the south side 
where it is sunny, and there are a 
lot of hotels.  On the north side it is 
windy and stormy.  Think about  
this, Kauai, the oldest major 
island, is an inactive volcano.   

The Waimea Canyon, 
nicknamed the Grand Canyon of 
the Pacific, is very popular to 
tourists.  If you would like to see 
cliffs that reach up 4,000 feet, go 
to the Napoli Coast by boat or 
helicopter. 

Here are some animals that 
we saw: sea turtles, humpback 
whales, and Nene, the state bird.  
Monk seals are favorite visitors on 
the beaches.  Chickens run wild 
because when the 
hurricane hit, they 
scattered all over the 
island! 

I hope you get to go there 
some day because it’s beautiful 
and a lot of fun. 

            By Sarah  F.                   
                                                                                

Colorado Fun 
     Can you imagine waking up to 
a ten foot mound of snow outside 
your window? What if the only 
place you could walk without deep 
snow was in the street? What if 
you sank down in five feet of snow 
every time you walked outside? 
Well, if you lived in Crested Butte 
(b-U-oo-t), Colorado these things 
could happen to you in the winter. 
     In the summer you can go bike 
riding, hiking, swimming, even 
just plain sitting outside soaking 
up the sun. In Crested Butte, you 
can do most of these things in the 
winter just in different forms. 
     During February break I went 
there. I stayed with my aunt, uncle, 
and their two dogs. I went 
swimming (indoor pool) and 
hiking with cross-country skis. I 
also went down-hill skiing. 
     If you’re ever looking for a 
great vacation spot go to Crested 
Butte, Colorado. But if you’re 
going in the summer, you might 
want to leave the skis at home.     

                                                                           
                   By Sophia  T. 
 
 
 

 



 4 

Paris 
      One of the most amazing 
places to visit in the world is Paris.  
It is the capital city of France. 
     Located there is the nine 
hundred ninety-four foot Eiffel 
Tower, built by Gustave Eiffel.  
Luxembourg Gardens is an 
interesting place that has many 
beautiful flowers.  Another 
wonderful garden to visit is the 
Tuileries Garden, which is one of 
the finest French gardens.   
     Many fabulous French artists 
and sculptors like Pablo Picasso, 
Pierre Auguste Renoir, and many 
others have their work displayed in 
an outstanding museum called the 
Louvre, designed by an American 
architect named I. M. Pei. 
     These are just a few of the 
many spectacular things to see in 
Paris, France. 
 
                                By Cyia  D. 
 

Rosie and Oahn in Vietnam 
Rosie Dawes, a fourth grader in 

Mr. Naylor’s class, recently went 
on a trip to Vietnam to pick up her 
new little sister, Oahn (Wan). Oahn 

is four years old and Rosie loves 
how funny she is. Although, 

Rosie’s new sister wakes her up at 
night and is interested in anything 

that belongs to her, (sound like 
most four year olds you know?), 

Oahn has a great personality. 
 Going to Vietnam was a 
great experience for Rosie and her 

family. She learned that Ho Chi 
Minh City (the city she visited) 
used to be called Saigon, named 
after a Vietnamese hero. She also 
learned people there eat pho, a 
noodle soup that Rosie thinks is 
delicious. 
     Both girls have learned a lot 
from each other. If you have a 
friend from a different country, 
you can relate to this. If you don’t, 
try learning as much as you can 
about a different culture. It truly is 
life changing. 
                  

      By Anna  S. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apple Spritzer 
      
Ingredients: 
1 small apple  
12 large ice cubes 
4 cups apple juice 
 2 cups seltzer water  

 
Make Your Mouth Water!  

Staff Recipes   
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Utensils: paper towels, cutting 
board, apple corer, utility knife, 
measuring cups  
 
1. Rinse off the apple and pat it 

dry with a paper towel. Place 
the apple on the cutting board. 
Push the corer through the 
center of the apple, twist the 
core out of the apple and 
discard. Using the utility knife, 
cut the apple in half. Place the 
apple halves flat side down on 
the cutting board and cut each  
one in half from end to end. 

 
2. Put 3 ice cubes in 4 glasses 

of water. Measure and pour 
1 cup of apple juice and then 
½ cup of seltzer water into 
each glass. Add 1 apple 
quarter into each glass and 
serve right away. 

                     By Cyia  D. 
 
 

Butter Cookies 
 
1 cup soft butter 
2/3 cup granulated sugar 
2 tsp. vanilla 
2 eggs 
3 C. sifted all propose flour 
1 Pinch of salt  
 
Directions: 
Beat butter until light and fluffy. 
Gradually add sugar and stir in 
vanilla.  Add eggs, one at a time, 
beating well after each. Add flour 

and salt and chill mixture for 2 
hours. 
     Roll one fourth of chilled 
dough at a time until 1/8 thick. 
(like pie crust.) Cut cookies in 
shapes and place on cookie sheet 
1inch apart. 
 Bake 10 minutes at 350. 
              By Meave  G. 

 
Coconut Macaroons 

 
2 egg whites 
Dash of salt 
 1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
 2/3 cup granulated sugar 
1 1/3 cups of flaked coconut 
 
Beat egg whites with dash of salt 
and the vanilla till soft peaks form. 
Gradually add sugar, beating till 
stiff. Fold in coconut. Drop by 
rounded teaspoon onto greased 
cookie sheet. Bake in slow oven 
(325 degrees) about 20 minutes. 
Makes about 1 and 1/2 dozen.          
 
              By Ari  J. 
 
Hot Apples with Yogurt  

     1. Have an adult cut up any 
kind of apple into small bits. 

2. Place in a medium size bowl. 
     3. Add half a cup of water. 

4. Add one and a half 
tablespoons of cinnamon-sugar. 
 5. Cook in microwave for five 
minutes. 
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 6. Have an adult take bowl out 
of microwave. 
 7. Stir and strain. 

      8. Pour over a half cup of 
vanilla yogurt and...                                                                                                                      
Enjoy! 
                   By Sophia  T. 
                                             
Indian Spicy Chicken 
Bhooni Murgh 
   
Ingredients: 
  3 ½ -pounds (about 10 pieces) of 
skinless drumsticks and skinless 
thighs,  
 1 garlic clove 
1 lime  
4 tablespoons vegetable oil 
 
  THE SPICE MIX  
 1 teaspoon ground allspice 
 ½ teaspoon cayenne pepper 
 1 teaspoon turmeric  
1 teaspoon ground ginger  
1 ½ teaspoon kosher salt    
Wash the chicken pieces and dry 
thoroughly with paper towels. 
Place the chicken in a large bowl.  
Combine the ingredients for the 
spice mix in a small bowl. 
Add the spice mix to the chicken 
and, using a large spoon, toss well 
to evenly coat the pieces. 
Slightly crush the garlic, remove 
the skin, chop it and add to the 
chicken.    
Cut the lime in half, squeeze the 
juice into a small bowl, measure 2 
teaspoons and add to chicken.  

Toss the chicken pieces a second 
time with a spoon and marinate for 
15- 20 minutes in the refrigerator. 
Lightly oil an ovenproof baking 
dish large enough to hold all the 
chicken and set aside. 
Preheat the oven to 450 F. 
Remove the chicken from the 
refrigerator. Using tongs place the 
chicken in a single layer in the 
prepared baking dish. 
Drizzle the oil over the chicken 
and roll the pieces back and fourth 
until they are evenly coated. 
Place the chicken in the preheated 
oven and bake for 15 minutes.   
  By Sarah  F. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Japchae Korean Vermicelli 
with Vegetables 
 
1 lb glass vermicelli (or cooked 
spaghetti) 
3 scallions, chopped 
3 carrots, julienned 
1 onion, sliced 
8 mushrooms, sliced 
½ package fresh spinach, poached 
in hot water and cut into generous 
pieces 
1 ½ Tbsp. soy sauce 
1 Tablespoon sesame oil 
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2 Teaspoons crushed brown sugar 
½ Teaspoon sesame seeds 
 
1. Soak vermicelli in hot water for 
15 minutes, and then coarsely chop 
for manageability. (As a 
substitution, use cooked spaghetti.) 
 
2. Place vermicelli and all 
vegetables, except spinach, in a 
sauté pan. Add the soy sauce, 
sesame oil, garlic, and brown sugar 
and sauté over medium heat for 4 
to 5 minutes. Remove from heat 
and add spinach while hot. 
Sprinkle with sesame seeds (or top 
spaghetti with soy sauce mixture 
and sautéed vegetables).  
Serve hot or cold. 
  
                       By Anna  S.       
 
Light Alfredo Sauce 
 
 �1 tablespoon margarine 
  1 clove of garlic (chopped) 
 1 tablespoon flour 
  1 -1/3 cup milk 
  2 tablespoons Neufchatel cream 
cheese 
  1-1/4 cup grated cheese 
(Romano) 
 
    Melt your margarine in a 
saucepan. Add the garlic into the 
saucepan and brown. Mix in all of 
your flour and cook for one or two 
minutes (mixing once every 
minute). Slowly add in all of the 
milk, mixing simultaneously. Cook 

on medium heat for eight minutes, 
mixing often. Blend in the cream 
cheese and cook for another three 
minutes. Add one cup of grated 
cheese (I suggest Romano), mix, 
and turn off the heat. Take some 
sauce, and pour it on some pasta (I 
recommend spirals, they hold the 
sauce best). Use the remaining 
cheese and sprinkle onto pasta.  
     
                           By Gabe  P.  

 
Whole Wheat Pasta with 

Meat Sauce 
 

1. Get a frying pan. 
2. Put 1 pound of chopped meat 
into pan. 
3. Brown the meat and break it 
into small pieces. 
4. Place a pot of water on the 
stove; bring it to a boil. 
5. Add half a pound of whole 
wheat pasta.  
6. Cook according to package 
directions. 
7. When done drain pasta and set 
aside. 
8. Add half a quart jar of organic 
no-salt pasta sauce to meat. 
9. Heat until hot. 
10. Add sea salt to taste. Sea salt 
should be gray, moist, and have no 
additives. 
11. Put sauce on pasta. 
12. Enjoy!  
                        By Jack  M. 
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Spring Concert 

Wonderful singers and accompanists 
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Queen of the Kitties 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
A Perfect Miniature Horse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m soooo cute! 
 
 
 

 
 
Ms. Heptig’s Beautiful 
Puppy, Abby 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
               
                          
                            
          
                         
                                   
 
 
 
 
                     
                      Wizard of Dogs 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   
 

 

Precious Pets 
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1. 

 
     I am a third grade teacher. I like 
to jog in my spare time. I like 
Curious George.  Who am I? 
 

2.          
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   A frequent number in my life is 
#2.   I have a little life growing in 
my belly. I have short blonde hair. 
Who am I? 

 

 
(Answers on page 17) 

3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  I am a teacher in fourth grade. I 
am short. I LOVE a certain breed 
of dogs. Who am I? 
     
                                

4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               I am a teacher’s aide. I 
am a male.  I coach girl’s track, 
and my favorite color is navy blue. 
Who am I?  
           
 
 

 

Guess Who? 
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5. 
 

            
      
 
 
 
I like exercise. Being upside down 
was fun when I was little.  My 
favorite color spelled backwards is 
der.  I love my der shoes. Who am 
I? 
 
 

6.

 
     
      I have been very important in 
my first year at this school. I am in 
charge of a lot of things. I have 
short blond hair.  Who am I? 
 
 
 
 

 

7.      
I can mend all your _____.  A Red 
Cross is my kind of symbol.  I use 
a thermometer to help me with my 
job.  Who am I? 
 

8.   
                    
 
 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 These words are spelled 
backwards. They are my common 
utensils. repaP and licneP along 
with sehsurbtniaP.  My room is 
like a bunch of colors all woven 
together to make sense.   If you 
like _______     then come to my 
club.  Who am I? 
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    9. 
               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
My name sounds almost like one 
of the four seasons.  I like to help 
children with their problems.  
Fiber arts are a passion of mine.  
Who am I? 
 

10. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                    
 
 
I own a golden retriever. 
Unscramble ykehoc and you will 
know what my favorite sport is. 
My very favorite baseball team’s 
name sounds like nets. Soon I will 
be going to Rome. Who am I? 
              

 

11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
       I help 3rd and 4th grade             
students.  My room is across from   
the cafeteria.  You may see me in 
school next year when I substitute.  
Who am I? 

 
 

Field Days 
 We asked Mr. Murphy and Mr. 
Hodge the following questions 
about Field Days. Here are their 
replies. 
 
Q:  What is your favorite part of 
Field Days? 
 Mr. Hodge:  I like being in a 
different environment all day long 
with the kids. 
Mr. Murphy:  What he said. 
 
Q: Have there always been Field 
Days? 
Mr. Hodge:  I have no idea; I have 
only worked here for about a year. 
Mr. Murphy:  For more than 
twenty years. 
 



 13 

Q: What was the most unusual 
thing that ever happened on a field 
day? 
Mr. Murphy: During the “Around 
the World” field days it was 45 
degrees Fahrenheit outside and 
foggy…we couldn’t even see! 
Q:   Is anything going to be 
different about Field Days this 
year? 
Mr. Murphy: That’s for me to 
know and you to find out! 
Mr. Hodge: Water. 
      Mr. Murphy wanted to tell you 
that Field Days are all about 
cooperation. Our motto is; if you 
had fun, you WON! 
           
                    By Claire  M. 
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Crawling, crawling through the 
grass 
Stalking my supper  
I kill my supper 
 
Swinging, swinging through the 
trees with my tail 
Eating yellow bananas  
Yum, yum 
 
Hop, hop through the field  
Eating the purple clovers 
Munch, munch, hop, hop, full  
 
Flying through the blue sky 
Swoop, I catch a salmon 
I have just caught lunch 
 

Rumble, rumble  
I make the ground shake, cracking 
stones 
Big horn on my head 
        By Kelly  P. 
 
 
 
The playground is loud with 
yelling, “Ahhhh!” 
Footsteps that go Tud-tud-clap. 
Bees that go “buzzzz” in my ear. 
The wind howling “oooooowsh!” 
People crying, “Wah, Wah!” 
Finally, the blowing of the whistle, 
“Tweet!” 
All is silent as we line up to go 
inside. 
                By Riley  H. 
 

 
 
The playground is loud with 
yelling. 
And the “thud-thud-thudding of 
footsteps. 
“Creak-creak-creak” from the 
swings. 
“Wheeeeeeee” from children 
sliding down the slide. 
That’s how loud it is at recess. 
               By Emerson  C. 
 
 
                           
 
 
 
 
 

  Poetry Pages 
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The cafeteria is noisy with 
chattering. 
People are dropping their trays 
with a “clunk”. 
The cafeteria people are putting 
mashed potatoes with a “splat” on 
the trays. 
People are dropping chocolate 
milk on the ground with a 
“splash”. 
That is a normal day in the 
cafeteria. 
                     By Ben  H. 
 
 
                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
P.E. is loud because I hear, 
“Ahhhhh!” 
I hear “Wha-Wha!” because 
somebody fell. 
“Boom-boom” goes the bass of the 
music. 
Mr. Murphy flying into walls with 
a “Kaboosh”. 
That’s a normal day at P.E.     
           By Jenna  S. 
 

 
               By Lilly  R. 
 

 

Earth is so, so sweet. 

A ir is the special treat. 

Rain makes the earth 

The perfect place to live. 

Happiness fills the earth. 
 

Drowning floods are gone. 

As we live on earth, 

Young babies are born. 
                  

By Hal  S. 
 
 

 
Songs of birds 

Pretty flowers blooming 
Roses 

Ice is melting 
Not cold 

Going to parks 
                                  By Sarah   F. 
 
 

 
Rose Petals 

                         
                   Smells good. 
                   Tea Parties. 
                    Beautiful colors. 
                    Rainbow of hues. 
                    ROSE GARDEN 
 
                    By Sarah   F. 
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 Picture & poem by  
   Kaylee  C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poem & picture by Miles  S. 
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                By Lilly  R. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  By Ari  J. 
 
GUESS WHO Answers 

1. Mr. Burton 
2. Mrs. Poland 
3. Mrs. Miller 
4. Mr. Peterson 
5. Mr. Hodge 
6. Mrs. Wiggins 
7. Mrs. Holtkamp 
8. Mrs. Sinko 
9. Mrs. Sumner 
10. Miss Tilton 
11. Mrs. Cardina 
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